The task of each group is to: 1 Record all the wildlife, habitats and sites of historical and scientific interest and to monitor these records. 2 Produce a vegetation, archaeological and sensitivity map to show which areas need most protection. 3 Prepare management proopsals and implement those which are accepted. The groups also have a role in the education of both the Services and the public in conservation, and many groups liaise closely with other conservation and naturalist bodies 1 . Much of the recording of habitat types and of animal and plant species is a straightforward and enjoyable task for the volunteers; it is often a matter of noting what is seen in the field or identifying collected specimens from a book. Unfortunately this is not the case with the invertebrates. There are, for example, more than 20,000 species of insects in Britain and, though it is relatively simple to identify them to their Order, it takes time and practice to identify to Family level, and normally requires an expert in that Family to identify -the specimen to Species.
This difficulty in identification together with the relative lack of entomologists in the country presents an immediate problem if we are to record the insects present in an area and hence know which are rare and in need of protection. To alleviate the problem the Entomology Unit of the Royal Army Medical College was asked to assist in finding entomologists and to give help to any Conservation Group which needed it. In the past two years the Unit has located over 40 entomologists who have been slotted into their local groups. More importantly perhaps, the Unit is acting as a central sorting office for keeping entomologists in touch with others specialising in certain insect Families and hence who are able to identify specimens to species. In theory this should enable the entomologists in an MOD Conservation Group to catch any insect and have it identified within a few weeks.
The Entomology Unit also has the pleasant task
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of visiting as many MOD sites as possible in order to meet the members of the Conservation Groups, make an appraisal of the site, and perhaps do a little collecting as well. A record is being compiled of the entomological value of each site for future reference. (A site dossier is also produced by each Conservation Group and this acts as a working document as well as a reference list of the wildlife that has been recorded).
One spin-off from these visits is that the Unit sometimes comes across situations where insects are causing problems by biting and these areas can be used for testing new methods of pest control or for developing traps. For instance the number of horseflies which were biting soldiers on a certain range was reduced by the use of colour traps which caught 24,700 female horseflies in a four week period in 1978, and 17,000 in the same period the following year2. A similar colour trap, but this time with the added attraction of CO 2 is now being tested on another MOD area for use against mosquitoes. This work may of course have a much wider application for use in many places where mosquitoes are a considerable problem to the Services.
Army Bird Watching Society (ABWS)
Membership of the ABWS is open to any serving and ex-service member of the Army, to civilians employed by the Army, and to members of their families. It maintains representatives worldwide and within the counties of Britain and on most training areas where it makes a significant contribution to c::mservation programmes. The Society produces a quarterly bulletin and an annual journal So, what of the future? The Conservation Groups are growing both in numbers and status and are providing a wealth of new data about the occurrence of many of our British species. On the entomological side there is certainly much to be learnt about the distribution and rarity of many thousands of species, and the recording of insects on MOD areas can only help to improve our knowledge of the invertebrates and at the same time help to preserve those that we might otherwise lose from the countryside. Conservation is of course not the main priority on MOD land (the military requirements and then agriculture take priority in most decisions), but is still a very necessary part of the planning for any major changes which are brought about on MOD sites. May this always be the case.
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